
April 22, 2021

Dear Grand Island High School Families,

As we enter the final marking period of the 2020-2021 school year, I would like to share updated
information regarding changes to our learning plans, as well as updates on end-of-year
procedures and events.  We want to thank you for your continued patience and flexibility
throughout the 2020-2021 school year. We recognize that this year has presented many
challenges to your families, and we continue to strive to find ways to return as many students
back to school for in-person instruction as we are able to.

New Virtual, Hybrid and In-Person Learning Model Changes
Grand Island High School will begin live streaming on Monday, April 26th, 2021. This means all
students (virtual and hybrid included) will be expected to log-in to their Google Classroom
account and participate in live synchronous instruction every day. Students should follow their
regular class schedules in Infinite Campus using the times provided below. Please note that
Wednesday’s schedule will still be modified as shown. Please also refer to the four day rotation
calendar that is posted on our high school webpage under Quick Links. ( GIHS Bell Schedule
and Day Calendar May/June )

https://www.grandislandschools.org/cms/lib/NY02214110/Centricity/Domain/34/2020-2021%20Bell%20Schedule%20and%20Day%20Calendar%20Revised%20%204-14-21.pdf
https://www.grandislandschools.org/cms/lib/NY02214110/Centricity/Domain/34/2020-2021%20Bell%20Schedule%20and%20Day%20Calendar%20Revised%20%204-14-21.pdf


Final Grade Calculations
This year, all final grades for full-year classes will be calculated based on the average of the
student’s four marking period grades.  Students at risk of failing the course will have the
opportunity to use the in-class/ remote final exam, project, or paper to replace an earlier
marking period grade (see below).

Half year courses will continue to follow a traditional grading policy that we followed for the first
half of the year.  This means the final grade for semester courses will be calculated based on
the two marking period grades and final exam/ project.

Final Exams, Projects, or Papers
All final exams, projects, or papers will be given during class time (or remotely) in all full-year
classes.  This will be done prior to the last day of classes and will be calculated as a portion of
the 4th marking period average as determined by the classroom teacher.  All students must take
this local final assessment.  This year, the final exam, project, or paper will not count as 1/5 of
the overall course average.

In place of having a 5th grade to average in with the other 4 marking periods, students who are
in jeopardy of failing a course, will be provided with an opportunity to use the in-class/ remote
exam, project, or paper to replace an earlier marking period score.  In these situations, a
minimum final course grade of 65 may be assigned to the student at the teacher’s discretion.
Please contact your child’s teacher directly if you have any questions or concerns regarding how
this impacts your son or daughter.

Regents Exams
The following Regents exams will be administered to students on the dates listed below:

Thursday, June 17th at 8:00 am ………………….English Language Arts
Tuesday, June  22nd at 8:00 am………………….Living Environment (Biology)
Wednesday, June 23rd at 8:00 am ………………Algebra 1
Thursday, June 24th at 8:00 am…………………..Earth Science

Regents exam scores will not be used as part of the student’s course grade this year. Students
who do not achieve a passing score on the New York State Regents exam this year will still
qualify for a state exemption, meeting the New York State graduation requirement for that
assessment,  if they have a passing grade for the course. (The student’s overall average of the
four marking periods must be a 65 or above to qualify for a state exemption.)



Proms
We are planning to host both a junior and senior prom this year. Details of each event will be
provided to each class by the class advisors. The Junior prom will be held on May 22nd at The
Falconwood @ Beaver Island State Park.  The Senior Prom is currently planned to be held at
Niagara Falls Country Club on June 5th.  We are working with each venue to interpret the newly
released guidelines for dancing, and plan for alternative entertainment if needed.  Each prom is
also subject to the regulations of the hosting venue and on student interest and ticket sales.

● Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, outside guests (non Grand Island students) will not
be allowed.

● All students may be required to be tested for COVID-19 prior to the event.
● Tickets for the Junior Prom are currently on sale.
● Tickets for the Senior Prom will be on sale in the coming weeks.

Class Day
We are planning for a modified Class Day event on Wednesday, June 16, 2021.  This event will
include an award presentation, modified student picnic lunch, activities, and a release of the
senior video.  There will also be opportunities for students to win prizes that we traditionally
distribute during our past Post Prom Event.   More information will be available in the coming
weeks.

Graduation
Our graduation is currently scheduled for Sunday, June 27th, 2021. Unfortunately, Kleinhan’s
can only host a maximum of 235 guests.  Therefore, we are looking to host graduation at
Beaver Island State Park this year.  The ceremony will likely be similar to last year’s event, in
which students and parents are able to attend in a family vehicle. Students will have the
opportunity to exit the vehicle and walk across stage to receive their diploma.

We will continue to update you throughout the remainder of this year as changes occur. Once
again, thank you for your patience and understanding as we all process the updated guidelines,
and adjust accordingly. Stay safe!

Sincerely,

Michael V. Lauria
High School Principal
Grand Island Central School District


